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Stop whining about PQ bill, Anglo says 


During the time that I. an anglo¬ 
phone. have lived in Montreal. 1 
have become embarrassed by the 
spoiled, selfish anglophone commu¬ 
nity that I have experienced here. 
This attitude was displayed in full 
force in five articles in your news¬ 
paper on Dec. 7. 

I find the numerous charges lev¬ 
elled against Premier Parizeau and 
his party after his presentation of the 
draft bill for the sovereignty of Que¬ 
bec to be completely unfounded and 
rather ridiculous. 

Your editors attack Mr. 
Parizeau. for example, for not ask¬ 
ing a clear question. I suggest that 
a question asking Qucbecersjo vote 
on the Parti Quebecois govern¬ 
ment's position on an independent 
Quebec is much clearer than a 
question asking Quebecers to vote 
“Do you want Quebec to become 


an independent country?” 

In the question proposed by Mr. 
Parizeau. Quebecers will vote on a 
legislated commitment of the Que¬ 
bec government for what it will 
work to make an independent Que¬ 
bec look like. That is all the draft 
bill is. after all. 

The Parizeau government has 
hardly made promises in places 
w here it is not capable of doing so. 
Mr. Parizeau has said he will not 
take Canadian citizenship away 
from Quebecers in an independent 
Quebec, yet the media would like 
us to think that he has said that 
Canada would not be able to take 
Canadian citizenship away. 

furthermore. The Gazelle states 
that the word “sovereignty" is too 
tricky for a question, yet declares 
that "Quebec voters are a sophisti¬ 
cated group." 


I maintain that the word 
sovereignty is not ambiguous, and 
if Quebecers are such a sophisti¬ 
cated group, they will know what it 
means in the context of the ques¬ 
tion asked. 

Quebec anglophones don't seem 
to understand Quebec nationalism 
and Quebecois aspirations, and 
your newspaper feeds these misun¬ 
derstandings. 

Even as an anglophone. I have 
discovered a strange affinity for 
these passionate French Quebecois 
people I don't see this passion in 
English Canada and I'm afraid t» 
say that I identify with the Quebe¬ 
cois nationalists more than I do 
with Quebec anglos. 

The situation is very , very sad 
indeed. 

DANIEL-ROBERT GOOCH 

Montreal 


Politicians at 
Vatican ceremony 
wasting money 

A recent story in The Gazette 
covered the elevation of the arch¬ 
bishop of Montreal to cardinal - an 
event no doubt worthy of the front 
page. 

However, in the article and 
insignificant to most was the state¬ 
ment that the ceremony in Rome 
was attended by Andri Ouellet and 
Camille Laurin. representing 
Canada and Quebec respectively. 

Where is the accountability to 
sign off such travelling expenses 
against the taxpayers of this coun¬ 
try in light of the austerity and 
spending cutback programs our 
representatives have to impose to 
start servicing our national debt? 

It is not the Hibernia or Hydro- 
Quebec projects that will drag this 
land into poverty but the unending 
accumulation of thousands and 
thousands of these minor expen¬ 
sive forays that the bureaucrats will 
continue to eternity to nin up that 
convinces me that we arc in debt 
forever. 

BILL PERRY 

Chdteauguay 


Not for Quebecers 

Recently I received a confiden¬ 
tial survey from the Hong Kong 
Bank of Canada. It requested that 
I fill out the survey and. for taking 
the time to do so. I would become 
eligible to win a Rolcx watch worth 
up to $6,500. Simple enough. 

I proceeded to answer the ques¬ 
tions and after placing my name on 
the form for the draw, noticed on 
the back side of the form the rules 
and regulations. 

Rule No. 3 began as follows: 
“The draw is open to all residents 
of Canada (except the province of 
Quebec)." 

Being a Quebec resident, not 
only am 1 ineligible, but I am truly 
puzzled. Arc we to assume that 
according to the Hong Kong Rank 
of Canada, residing in Quebec is no 
longer considered residing in 
Canada? 

It should not have sent the sur¬ 
vey to Quebec residents if we were 
not being ofTcrcd the same incen¬ 
tive as the rest of Canada. Perhaps 
it should just change its name to 
“Hong Kong Bank of Canada 
except Quebec." 

JACK P. STARKE 
Montreal 



Tree ol lights at Place Vllle Marie. 


Money ill-spent 

1 sec where a Cote St. Luc resi¬ 
dent said, regarding Montreal 
Mayor Pierre Bourque’s plan to 
award S26.500 in cash prizes for 
the best Christmas lights in Mon¬ 
treal. “I don't think S26.500 is a big 
deal. It's peanuts and. if it makes 
the city look nice, it will be a hap¬ 
pier place to be for a month or two" 
(Gazette. Dec. 5). 

Such a sum of money would 
surely not be considered “peanuts" 
by Montrealers as described by 
reporter Albert Noel in The 
Gazettes Page 3 profiles. That 
S26.500. if divided among 265 
needy families, could provide each 
of them with SI00 worth of toys 
and turkeys for Christmas 

And somehow I think they'd 
appreciate that far more than the 
sight of some colored light bulbs 
ELLIE PRESNER 
St Laurent 


Demonstration 
not anti-Serb 
but pro-Bosnia, 
seeking justice 

On the front page of the Dec. 4 
Gazette, our demonstration in front 
of Place Guy Favrcau was 
described as "anti-Serb." 

In fact this was not the case. It 
was pro-Bosnian. 

The siege of Sarajevo is nearing 
its thousandth day (longer than 
Leningrad's) due in a large part to 
the lack of moral rectitude and jus¬ 
tice by the Western powers, the 
United Nations and NATO. 

The appeasement offered the 
Serbian government and the 
Bosnian-Scrbs of Pale has proven 
that we have forgotten the lessons 
learned during the Holocaust. 

Aggressors are rewarded and the 
victims shunned. The "peace plan" 
is in reality a partition plan of 
Bosnia and Sarajevo. 

Belgrade's airport is now open 
while Sarajevo's remains closed. 

In most press releases from the 
UN and NATO, concern is 
expressed for the safety of the 
peacekeepers (23.000). What of Un¬ 
safely of more than 2 million vic¬ 
tims living in Bosnia and the 2 mil¬ 
lion refugees outside? 

Had justice and courage pre¬ 
vailed at the very beginning of this 
conflict, instead of indifference, the 
West would not have stood by and 
allow ed the return of genocide and 
concentration camps to Europe. 

This what the demonstration 
was about. 

andre McLaughlin 

Montreal 


Even barbers discriminate! 


It is common knowledge that 
women pay more for haircuts than 
men do. Our cuts are supposedly 
more complex and that is the justi¬ 
fication for the increased rate. 

Money is tight so I cut my own 
children's hair, but since it is loo 
difficult to cut my own. I decided 
that I could do w ithout the "fancy" 
women's cuts and instead I opted 
for the basic men's cut. 

Since there is no hair on my scalp 
longer than two inches, I went to 
the barber shop where I could save 
about SN. I went to a place at a mall 
in Pointe Claire, where I was told 
that they do not cut women's hair 
I explained that I wanted a "man’s" 
cut nisi like he was accustomed to 


doing, but he still said no. 

When I told him that I felt dis¬ 
criminated against based on my 
gender, he grabbed my arm and 
directed me toward the door. 

I shook my arm free and t left 
after he refused to tell me his name. 

Not only were my basic rights 
violated, but I now have to live in 
fear of being assaulted when I try to 
speak and stand up for my gender. 

This is not the kind of world that 
I want my daughter to grow up in. 

I am thoroughly disgusted that in 
1494 we women still have to put up 
with this type of bullying from men. 

KAREN DIEKMEYER 
Pointe Claire 
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